
From Linus to Linux: A Journey Through 
the History and Benefits of the World's 
Most Popular Open-Source Operating 

System
                                                                                                  by Md. Ashif Islam



What is Linux?

The History of Linux

Benefits of Linux

Optimizing Linux for Critical 
Applications

Linux Desktop Environments

Top Linux Distros for 
Pentesting

Top 5 Linux Package 
Management Systems

Advantages of Using Linux in 
Pentesting and Hacking

Operating System and Server 
Security

﻿

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Security Assessment of Linux 
and Windows Server 
Operating Systems

Linux vs. Windows for Normal 
Users

Choosing Between Dual Boot 
and VirtualBox for Linux 
Installation

Choosing the Right Pentest 
OS

Kali Linux: The Leading 
Pentest OS

Innovations and 
Breakthroughs in Offensive 
Security

Learning Linux through Blogs 
and Online Resources

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



What is Linux?

Linux is an operating system, just like Windows or 

MacOS, that runs on computers and other devices. 

However, unlike these proprietary operating systems, 

Linux is open-source, meaning that anyone can access 

and modify its code. This makes Linux highly 

customizable and adaptable to different needs and 

preferences.

Linux was first developed in the early 1990s by Linus 

Torvalds, a Finnish computer science student, who 

wanted to create a free and open alternative to the 

expensive and restrictive operating systems available at 

the time. Since then, Linux has grown into a global 

community of developers and users who collaborate to 

improve and expand its capabilities.



The History of Linux

Linux was created in 1991 by Linus Torvalds, a Finnish 

computer science student. He was frustrated with the 

limitations of the operating systems available at the time 

and decided to create his own.

Over the years, Linux has grown into a powerful and 

versatile operating system used by millions of people 

around the world. It has been adopted by businesses, 

governments, and individuals alike, and is known for its 

stability, security, and flexibility.



Benefits of Linux

One of the main benefits of Linux is its open-source 

nature. This means that anyone can access and modify 

the source code, which leads to a community-driven 

development process. As a result, Linux is constantly 

evolving and improving, with new features and updates 

being released regularly.

Another benefit of using Linux is its customizability. 

Users have the ability to choose from a wide range of 

desktop environments and software packages, allowing 

them to tailor their experience to their specific needs 

and preferences. Additionally, Linux is highly 

configurable, meaning that users can modify settings 

and options to optimize performance and functionality.

In terms of security, Linux is known for its robust and 

reliable defenses against malware and other cyber 

threats. Because it is open-source, vulnerabilities are 

identified and addressed quickly by the community, 

reducing the risk of exploitation. Furthermore, Linux has 

built-in security features such as firewalls and 

encryption tools, making it a popular choice for 

businesses and organizations that prioritize data 

protection.



Optimizing Linux for Critical Applications

Airplane Systems

Linux is a popular choice for airplane systems due to 

its reliability and stability.

Medical Devices

Linux is increasingly being used in medical devices, 

such as ultrasound machines, due to its open-

source nature and ability to be customized for 

specific needs.

Hollywood VFX

Linux is a popular choice for Hollywood VFX studios 

due to its flexibility and ability to handle large 

amounts of data.



Linux Desktop Environments

A desktop environment is a collection of software designed to give users a consistent and integrated interface for 

managing their computer. Linux has a variety of desktop environments to choose from, each with its own strengths 

and weaknesses. In this comparative analysis, we'll explore some of the most popular Linux desktop environments, 

including GNOME, KDE, Xfce, and more.

GNOME

GNOME is one of the most popular 

Linux desktop environments, known 

for its sleek and modern design. It 

features a user-friendly interface, 

with a dock and a dash that provide 

easy access to applications and 

files. GNOME also includes a 

powerful search feature that allows 

users to quickly find what they're 

looking for.

KDE

KDE is another popular Linux 

desktop environment, known for its 

flexibility and customization 

options. It features a highly 

configurable interface, with a panel 

that can be customized to include 

various widgets and applets. KDE 

also includes a powerful file 

manager and a variety of 

applications for productivity and 

multimedia.

Xfce

Xfce is a lightweight Linux desktop 

environment, designed to be fast 

and efficient. It features a simple 

and intuitive interface, with a panel 

that provides easy access to 

applications and settings. Xfce also 

includes a variety of applications for 

productivity and multimedia, as well 

as a powerful file manager.



Top 5 Linux Desktop Environments

GNOME

A popular, modern desktop 

environment with a simple 

and intuitive interface.

KDE Plasma

A highly customizable 

desktop environment with a 

large number of features 

and options.

Xfce

A lightweight and fast 

desktop environment that is 

ideal for older or less 

powerful hardware.

Cinnamon

A modern and polished 

desktop environment with a 

traditional layout and easy-

to-use tools.

MATE

A fork of the classic 

GNOME 2 desktop 

environment, with a similar 

look and feel but updated 

features and functionality.



Top Linux Distros for Pentesting

Kali Linux

One of the most popular 

Linux distros for penetration 

testing and ethical hacking. 

It is based on Debian and 

includes a wide range of 

tools for vulnerability 

testing, wireless attacks, 

and social engineering.

Parrot Security OS

A Debian-based distro 

designed for security and 

privacy. It includes a variety 

of tools for digital forensics, 

reverse engineering, and 

cryptography, as well as a 

sandbox environment for 

testing potentially 

dangerous applications.

BlackArch

A lightweight Arch Linux-

based distro with over 2400 

penetration testing tools. It 

is known for its speed and 

ease of use, and includes 

tools for network sniffing, 

password cracking, and 

exploitation.

BackBox

An Ubuntu-based distro 

with a focus on web 

application analysis and 

network assessment. It 

includes a variety of tools for 

security auditing, such as 

vulnerability scanners and 

password crackers, as well 

as a user-friendly interface 

for managing and organizing 

data.

ArchStrike

An Arch Linux-based distro 

with a focus on security 

research and ethical 

hacking. It includes a variety 

of tools for network analysis, 

exploit development, and 

forensic analysis, as well as 

a customizable interface for 

advanced users.

Why People Use Different Types of Distro

Different Linux distros are designed for different purposes, and users choose them based on their specific needs and 

preferences. For example, Kali Linux is popular among penetration testers and security professionals because it 

includes a wide range of tools for vulnerability testing and wireless attacks. Parrot Security OS is known for its focus on 

privacy and digital forensics, while BlackArch is popular for its lightweight design and speed. BackBox is a good 

choice for web application analysis, and ArchStrike is ideal for those interested in security research and exploit 

development.



Top 5 Linux Package Management Systems

1. Advanced 

Package Tool 

(APT)

APT is the default 

package manager 

for Debian and its 

derivatives, such as 

Ubuntu. It uses a 

command-line 

interface and can 

handle 

dependencies 

automatically. APT 

also has a large 

repository of 

packages available 

for installation.

2. Yellowdog 

Updater Modified 

(YUM)

YUM is the default 

package manager 

for Red Hat 

Enterprise Linux 

and its derivatives, 

such as CentOS. It 

uses a command-

line interface and 

can handle 

dependencies 

automatically. YUM 

also has a large 

repository of 

packages available 

for installation.

3. Pacman

Pacman is the 

default package 

manager for Arch 

Linux and its 

derivatives. It uses 

a command-line 

interface and can 

handle 

dependencies 

automatically. 

Pacman also has a 

large repository of 

packages available 

for installation.

4. Zypper

Zypper is the 

default package 

manager for SUSE 

Linux and its 

derivatives. It uses 

a command-line 

interface and can 

handle 

dependencies 

automatically. 

Zypper also has a 

large repository of 

packages available 

for installation.

5. Portage

Portage is the 

default package 

manager for 

Gentoo Linux. It 

uses a command-

line interface and 

can handle 

dependencies 

automatically. 

Portage also allows 

users to customize 

packages during 

the installation 

process.

How to Choose a Package Management System

When selecting a package management system, consider the following factors:

Compatibility with your Linux distribution

Ease of use and familiarity with the command-line interface

Availability of packages in the repository

Ability to handle dependencies automatically

Customization options during installation
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Advantages of Using Linux in Pentesting and Hacking

Open-Source and Customizability

Linux is an open-source operating 

system, which means that its 

source code is freely available to 

the public. This allows for greater 

flexibility and customizability in the 

development of tools and software 

for pentesting and hacking. 

Additionally, Linux provides a wide 

range of tools that can be easily 

installed and configured for specific 

needs.

Stability and Security

Linux is known for its stability and 

security features, making it a 

preferred choice for pentesting and 

hacking. Its architecture is 

designed to be more secure than 

other operating systems, with built-

in security features such as 

firewalls, access controls, and 

encryption. Additionally, Linux is 

less vulnerable to malware and 

viruses, which is crucial for 

maintaining the integrity of 

sensitive data and systems.

Performance and Efficiency

Linux is also known for its 

performance and efficiency, 

particularly in resource-intensive 

tasks such as pentesting and 

hacking. Its lightweight architecture 

allows it to run smoothly on low-

spec machines, while its command-

line interface provides greater 

control and speed in executing 

commands and tasks.



Operating System and Server Security

Windows OS and Server

Windows operating systems and servers are widely 

used in organizations and offer a variety of security 

features. Windows Defender, a built-in antivirus 

software, provides real-time protection against malware 

and viruses. Windows also offers BitLocker, which 

encrypts data on the hard drive, and Windows Firewall, 

which monitors incoming and outgoing traffic. Windows 

Server includes Active Directory, which allows 

administrators to manage users and access to 

resources, and Network Access Protection, which helps 

prevent unauthorized access to the network. However, 

Windows can be more vulnerable to cyber attacks 

compared to other operating systems, and security 

updates can be frequent and time-consuming to install.

Linux OS and Server

Linux operating systems and servers are known for their 

security and stability. Linux is less prone to viruses and 

malware compared to Windows and has a smaller attack 

surface due to its open-source nature. Linux also offers 

built-in encryption and firewall capabilities, as well as 

access controls and auditing tools. However, Linux can 

be more difficult to set up and maintain compared to 

Windows, and may require specialized skills and 

knowledge. Additionally, some software and hardware 

may not be compatible with Linux.

Choosing the Best Option

The best operating system and server for security purposes will depend on the specific needs and budget of the 

organization. Windows may be a better option for organizations that require compatibility with Microsoft software and 

have a larger IT team to manage security updates. Linux may be a better option for organizations that prioritize security 

and stability, have specialized IT staff, and are willing to invest in training and support. It is important to conduct a 

thorough risk assessment and evaluate the features and costs of each option before making a decision.



Security Assessment of Linux and Windows Server Operating Systems

Linux Server OS

Linux is an open-source operating system that is highly 

customizable and easily modifiable. It offers a high level 

of security due to its robust architecture and strong user 

access controls. Linux also provides excellent support 

for security protocols, such as SELinux and AppArmor, 

which can help protect against malicious attacks.

Windows Server OS

Windows Server is a proprietary operating system 

developed by Microsoft. It offers a range of security 

features, such as Active Directory and Group Policy, 

which can help manage user permissions and access 

controls. However, Windows Server is also a frequent 

target of cyber attacks due to its widespread use and 

popularity.

Choosing the Best Server OS

The choice between Linux and Windows Server 

ultimately depends on the specific needs and 

requirements of the organization. Linux is often 

preferred for its high level of security and 

customizability, while Windows Server may be a better 

fit for organizations that require specific applications or 

software that are only available on the Windows 

platform. It is important to conduct a thorough 

assessment of the organization's needs and consult with 

IT experts before making a decision.

Key Differences

Linux is open-source, while Windows Server is 

proprietary.

Linux offers a high level of security and 

customizability, while Windows Server offers specific 

applications and software that may not be available 

on Linux.

Linux provides excellent support for security 

protocols, while Windows Server offers features 

such as Active Directory and Group Policy to manage 

user permissions and access controls.

•

•

•



Linux vs. Windows for Normal Users

The answer to whether Linux or Windows is better for normal users depends on various factors such as personal 

preference, familiarity with the operating system, and intended use. However, there are some general pros and cons to 

consider.

Pros of Linux for Normal Users

Linux is generally more secure than Windows, with 

fewer vulnerabilities and less malware targeting it.

Linux is highly customizable and flexible, allowing 

users to tailor the operating system to their needs 

and preferences.

Linux is open-source, meaning that users have 

access to the source code and can modify it as 

desired.

•

•

•

Cons of Linux for Normal Users

Linux can have a steeper learning curve than 

Windows, especially for users who are not familiar 

with command-line interfaces.

Some hardware and software may not be compatible 

with Linux, limiting the options for users.

Linux may require more maintenance and updates 

than Windows, which can be time-consuming for 

some users.

•

•
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Linux vs. Windows for Normal Users

Benefits of Linux for Normal Users

Linux is generally considered to be more secure than Windows due to its open-source nature and the ability to 

customize security features.

Linux is free and open-source, meaning users have access to a wide range of software and applications without 

having to pay for licenses.

Linux is highly customizable, allowing users to tailor their operating system to their specific needs and preferences.

Disadvantages of Linux for Normal Users

Linux can have a steeper learning curve than Windows, particularly for users who are not familiar with command-

line interfaces.

Some software and applications may not be compatible with Linux, which can limit the options available to users.

Benefits of Windows for Normal Users

Windows is widely used and supported, meaning users have access to a large library of software and applications.

Windows is generally considered to be more user-friendly than Linux, with a more intuitive graphical user interface.

Disadvantages of Windows for Normal Users

Windows is more vulnerable to viruses and malware than Linux, due in part to its closed-source nature.

Windows licenses can be expensive, particularly for users who require advanced features or enterprise-level 

support.

•
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Choosing Between Dual Boot and VirtualBox for Linux Installation

User Experience

Dual booting allows for a seamless transition between operating systems, with no need to switch between programs. 

However, it requires a restart of the computer each time you want to switch between Linux and your primary operating 

system.

VirtualBox allows you to run Linux within your primary operating system, so you can switch between them without 

restarting the computer. However, this can lead to slower performance and potential compatibility issues with certain 

software.

Technical Proficiency

Dual booting requires creating a new partition on your hard drive and installing Linux on it, which can be a complex 

process. It also requires knowledge of partitioning and boot loaders.

VirtualBox installation is simpler and does not require partitioning or boot loaders. However, it requires knowledge of 

virtualization and may have performance issues if your computer does not meet the system requirements.

Risk

Dual booting carries the risk of data loss or corruption if the installation process is not done correctly. It also has the 

potential to damage your hard drive if partitioning is done incorrectly.

VirtualBox has a lower risk of data loss or hard drive damage, but it may have security vulnerabilities if not properly 

configured.



Choosing the Right Pentest OS

Kali Linux, Parrot Security, and BlackArch are three popular pentesting operating systems used by security 

professionals. Each has its own strengths and weaknesses, and the best choice for you will depend on your specific 

needs and preferences. Here are some expert opinions to help you make an informed decision:

Kali Linux

Kali Linux is a popular choice 

among pentesters due to its 

extensive collection of pre-installed 

tools and ease of use. It is also well-

supported and regularly updated. 

However, some experts caution that 

Kali may not be the best choice for 

advanced users who require more 

customization options.

Parrot Security

Parrot Security is a lightweight and 

customizable pentesting OS that is 

designed to be easy to use. It also 

has strong privacy and security 

features, making it a good choice 

for those who prioritize those 

aspects. However, some experts 

note that it may not have as many 

pre-installed tools as Kali Linux.

BlackArch

BlackArch is a more specialized 

pentesting OS that is focused on 

providing a large number of pre-

installed tools for advanced users. It 

is also highly customizable, making 

it a good choice for those who 

require specific tools or 

configurations. However, some 

experts caution that it may not be 

as user-friendly as Kali Linux or 

Parrot Security.

Key Differences

In summary, the key differences between Kali Linux, Parrot Security, and BlackArch are:

Kali Linux: Extensive collection of pre-installed tools, ease of use, and regular updates.

Parrot Security: Lightweight and customizable, strong privacy and security features, and easy to use.

BlackArch: Specialized for advanced users, large number of pre-installed tools, and highly customizable.

•

•

•



Kali Linux: The Leading Pentest OS

Kali Linux is widely regarded as the best operating 

system for penetration testing and ethical hacking. Its 

comprehensive suite of tools and features make it the 

go-to choice for security professionals and enthusiasts 

alike.

Features and Tools

Kali Linux comes pre-installed with over 600 

penetration testing tools, including Metasploit, 

Nmap, and Wireshark.

It has a customizable and user-friendly interface, 

making it easy to navigate and access tools.

Kali Linux has a robust documentation and support 

community, making it easy to troubleshoot issues 

and learn new skills.

•

•

•

Key Differences

While Parrot Security and Black Arch are also popular 

pentest OS options, Kali Linux stands out for its 

extensive toolset, user-friendly interface, and strong 

community support. These factors make it the preferred 

choice for many security professionals and enthusiasts.



Innovations and Breakthroughs in Offensive Security

BackTrack Linux

BackTrack Linux was a penetration testing distribution that gained popularity in the early 2000s. It was based on the 

Knoppix Linux distribution and included a wide range of security tools and applications. BackTrack was widely used by 

security professionals and hackers alike, and it helped to popularize the use of Linux-based tools for offensive security.

Kali Linux

Kali Linux is a successor to BackTrack Linux and was first released in 2013. It is based on the Debian Linux distribution 

and includes a vast array of security tools and applications. Kali Linux has become the go-to operating system for many 

security professionals and hackers due to its ease of use and extensive toolset.

Offensive Security

Offensive security is a term used to describe the practice of attacking computer systems and networks in order to 

identify and exploit vulnerabilities. It is an important aspect of cybersecurity, as it allows organizations to identify and 

address weaknesses in their defenses before they can be exploited by malicious actors. Offensive security has been 

driven forward by a number of key innovations and breakthroughs, including the development of powerful new tools 

and techniques for attacking and defending computer systems.



Learning Linux through Blogs and Online Resources

Tips for Successful Learning

Start with the basics and build your knowledge 

gradually.

Focus on one topic at a time and practice what you 

learn.

Read blogs and online resources regularly to stay up-

to-date with the latest developments.

•

•

•

Recommended Blogs and Resources

Linux.com - a comprehensive resource for Linux 

users with tutorials, news, and forums.

Linux Journal - a monthly magazine with articles, 

news, and reviews related to Linux and open source 

software.

Ubuntu Documentation - official documentation for 

Ubuntu, one of the most popular Linux distributions.

﻿Home | Linux Journey (Go this web site You can 

know everything about Linux)
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https://linuxjourney.com/

